
 
 
 
The theme for the 2010 Catholic Lobby Day that was held in Sacramento on April 27 was Make Priorities:  Put Children and Those in 
Need First.  Four parishioners took the train, six drove, to join fellow Catholics from around the state to pray, learn, march and speak to 
our legislators about the issues before us this year that included: AB 1642 , Food Stamps; SB 399 , Youth Sentencing; and SB 1460 , the 
Dream Act.   In brief, we are invited to support: 
 
SB 399- Sentencing (Yee, D-San Francisco) - Under California law, youth as young as 14 years of age can be sentenced to life without 
the possibility of parole.  Under SB 399 juveniles could still be sentenced to life in prison, but they would have the opportunity for 
parole considerations. 
 
SB 1460 - California Dream Act (Cedillo, D-Los Angeles) - The California Dream Act would allow California high school students who 
have been accepted into a California college - both U.S. citizens and undocumented "AB 540" students - to apply for financial aid. 
 
AB 1642 - CalWORKs and Food Stamp Program (Beall, D-San Jose) - Even though California enjoys a rich and diverse agricultural 
economy that provides food to the rest of the nation, our state now has over 10 million residents with food insecurity.  AB 1642 would 
simplify the food stamp process by moving the frequency of reports to every six months instead of once a quarter. 
 
Background papers on these topics can be found at http://www.cacatholic.org/index.php/take-action/lobby-day.html 
 

 
 
 
Two weeks at Christ the King Catholic Church, under the leadership of Pastor Brian Joyce, Kathy Schuenzel, and Gwen Watson. 
 
Tents 
Christ the King was the first congregation where every family had its own tent to live in for the two-week stay.  On Monday evening when 
the families arrived, each was presented with a tent in a bag. The tent inventory is ten.  A volunteer heard one of the fathers remark to his 
little boy as he approached their tent, “That’s our new home.”  All the feedback on the tents has been positive.  Two major donations 
dedicated to tent purchase were received.   
 
Finally, Warm and Dry 
After a winter of rain and cold, warmer weather arrived when we were at Christ the King.  Volunteers took the little ones to the church 

playground and soccer field before dinner each night and spent many hours there on the weekends.  When they weren’t outdoors, the 
kids were riding in little cars pushed by their feet back and forth across the length of the gym.  The first Saturday, the families walked to 
downtown Pleasant Hill with movie tickets donated by a parishioner, and the next one some volunteers accompanied them to the 
Lindsey Museum followed by games in the park.   
 
Gratitude:  For their warm hospitality, delicious meals, and many services, we are grateful to Christ the King Parish. 
 
Homeless Summit Welcomes All   The governing board for Winter Nights, the Homeless Summit, meets the first Monday of each month, 
except July, at 2-3:30 PM, in the Interfaith Council Office, Room 205, 1543 Sunnyvale Avenue, Walnut Creek 94597.  All are welcome. 
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