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 THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   

 April 27, 2008 

Pastor: Fr. Brian T. Joyce                                                                  Schedule of Masses:  MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:00 am 

Pastoral Associates: Fr. Aidan McAleenan , Sr. Joanne Gallagher, CSJ                                                 SATURDAY: 8:00 am & 5:00 pm 

RCIA/Small Church Community/Bereavement: Al Garrotto                                               SUNDAY: 7:00, 8:00, 9:15, 10:45 am; 12:15 pm 

Weekend Associates: Fr. Tom Burns, Fr. Michael Dibble, Fr. Brian Timoney                          Confessions: SATURDAY: 3:30 to 4:30 pm 

Principal: Mrs. Linda Basman                                                         PARISH HOUSE TELEPHONE: 682-2486/WEBSITE: www.ctkph.org 

RE Director: Sr. Maureen Viani / Associate: Joan Smits                                                      PARISH SCHOOL TELEPHONE: 685-1109      

Youth Minister: Kate Doherty / Assistant: Helen Christian                   RELIGIOUS ED: 686-1017/YOUTH MINISTRY: 676-0979   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 I need to begin with a brief personal health report.  Almost a full year ago some parishioners noticed that in public speaking 

I was occasionally twisting my words and “misspeaking”.  When I finally (!!) got around to a medical appointment and subsequent 

testing (brain scan, MRI, MRA, echo cardiogram, speech pathologist and neurologist), I was officially informed (this March) that I 

had at some point in the past year suffered a stroke which I was “handling very well”.  However, now if you find my words, opinions 

or thinking objectionable, I can attribute it to the stroke rather than to my personality or personal views! 

 Along the way, over several months, I also had four episodes of nausea, which I only admitted to my physician after one of 

the episodes interfered with my weekly Wednesday skiing.  That led to further MRI’s, ultra-sound and CAT scan with both umbilical 

hernia and gallstones as suspects.  Then, before the results were in, on Tuesday April 15
th

 at 1:00 am, I suffered an extended nausea 

attack, was admitted at 9:30 am to John Muir Hospital (thank you Sr. Joanne  and Anita Keating for getting me there safely), then a 

double operation at 4:30 pm.  With a two week recovery time, I need to thank our entire staff and especially Fr. Aidan, Fr. Timoney, 

Fr. Burns and Sr. Joanne for stepping up, caring for me and leaving me alone!  As just one remarkable example, last weekend along 

with graciously entertaining his cousins visiting from Ireland, Fr. Aidan presided at three First Communion Masses, a Saturday 

afternoon wedding and the evening mass, preached at all six weekend masses, celebrated Sunday baptisms and hosted a Sunday 

afternoon Men’s Retreat BBQ (while I slept!).  This weekend I plan to be back, on my feet and as healthy and un-retiring as ever.  

Thanks so much for your prayers, cards, patience and support. 

 One thing “convalescing” allowed me was far more viewing of Pope Benedict’s dramatic visit to America than would have 

been normally possible.  So now for a few reflections on Pope Benedict and his visit to America.  This first visit of Benedict XVI to 

America as Pontiff, Bishop of Rome and Vicar of Peter was an enormous success.  He was pastoral, positive, hopeful, encouraging 

and substantial.  He addressed the “badly handled” issue of child sex abuse by clergy and Church leadership head on and repeatedly; 

he pleaded for immigration policies that would respect family unity; he gently implied criticism of U.S. policy in Iran; he honored and 

affirmed the place and work of the U.N.; he repeatedly advocated the importance of freedom of religion and human freedom always 

balanced by the search for truth 

(continued on page 4) 
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WEEK AT A GLANCE 

SUNDAY  -Sixth Sunday of Easter  / Catholic Home Missions Appeal Collection / Fair Trade Sales all masses 

   -Social Justice Diaper Collection for Monument Crisis Center Following all masses,   

   -Festival T Shirts available and Sing-ups for Festival Volunteers , After all masses 

   -RE Program for 3 yr olds (B), Room D, During 9:15 Mass 

     -PreK/K Program, Parish Hall, A, B, D: K Program, CTK School, During 9:15 Mass  

   -Children’s Liturgy of the Word, During 9:15 Mass    

   -Youth Group, Outdoor Movie, Law Area, 7-9 pm   

MONDAY  -Morning Bible Study, Parish Hall, 8:30-10:30 am         

   -H.E.L.P., “Mental Health”, Parish Hall, 7:00 pm   

TUESDAY  -Legion of Mary, Ministry Center, Following 8 am Mass     

   -RE Grades 1-5, Grades 1-3, School, 3:40-5:00 pm; Grades 4 & 5, Parish Hall, A, B, D, 3:40-5:00 pm  

   -Rosary and Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion, CVMeeting Room, 7:00 pm, Contact Andy @ 229-3038   

   -Spanish Prayer Group, CV Meeting Room, 7:30pm      

WEDNESDAY  -Book Club, “What Is the Point of Being a Catholic?”, Ministry Center, 9:15 am (Books available   

        at the Parish House, $15)  We will discuss chapter two. 

   -RE Grades 1-5, Grades 1-3, School, 3:40-5:00 pm; Grades 4 & 5, Parish Hall, A, B, D, 3:40-5:00 pm  

   -St. Vincent de Paul Meeting, Ministry Center (Chapel), 7:00 pm 

   -Weekly Charismatic Prayer Meeting, 7:00 pm, Contact Charlie or Betty Peissner @ 932-1313 

-Centering Prayer, Resurrection Episcopal Church (399 Gregory Lane), 7:30 pm    

THURSDAY  -Centering Prayer, Ministry Center (Library), 10:00 am   

     -May Crowning, Mass, Church, 11:00 am     

   -RE Grades 1-5, Grades 1-3, School, 3:40-5:00 pm; Grades 4 & 5, Parish Hall, A, B, D, 3:40-5:00 pm  

SATURDAY  -Men’s Fellowship Group, Ministry Center (Chapel), 7:30-8:30 am, Contact John at 372-7873 

   -Altar Society, Parish Hall, Following 8:00 am Mass 

   -Bereavement Meeting, Ministry Center (C), 9:30 am    

   -CTK School Class Quilts on Display in the Parish Hall Following 5:00 pm Mass 

SUNDAY  -Seventh Sunday of Easter / Second Collection for School, RE and Youth Ministry 

   -St. Vincent de Paul Bundle Sunday / Caring Hands Information Table 

   -CTK School Class Quilts on Display in the Parish Hall Following all Masses  

   -Festival T Shirts available and Sign-ups for Festival Volunteers, After all masses 

   -RE 3 yr olds and PreK (Children and Parents), Gym, 9:15 am 

   -RE K Program, School, During 9:15 Mass 

   -No Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

   -Youth Group, Good-Bye Mass/Party, Church/Parish Hall, 7-9 pm 

   -Taize Prayer Around the Cross, Hillcrest Congregational Church (404 Gregory Ln), 7 pm    

 

RE 3 Yr Olds A/B and PreK Parents - A heads up for our 3 yr olds A/B and PreK parents!  Please remember and plan for you to 

join your child for our final class, May 4
th

, 9:15 am in the gym.  We have planned a closing family celebration. 

 

It’s Wine Time!  Looking for your support!  RE is sponsoring the Wine Booth for Festival.  WE need your generosity and help once 

again.  Please help by donating bottles of wine.  You may drop them off at the RE Office M-Th 9:30am-5:30 pm or you may leave 

them at the Parish Hose.  On Sunday, we will have wine boxes in the back of the Church.  Thanks.  All wine needed by May 8
th

.  

Thanks! Sr. Maureen 

 

High School and Middle School Volunteers Needed - We need High School and seventh/eighth grade school students (2007-2008) 

school year who are interested in volunteering and ministering to our younger children for Vacation Bible Camp (June 16-20).  

Volunteer applications are available in the back of the church and in the RE Office.  Deadline: May 8
th

.  Questions? Contact Sr. 

Maureen 686-1017. 

 

Outdoor Movie-Our Youth Group invites everyone tonight (Sunday) 8pm to a showing of the Disney Movie “Enchanted”.  It will be 

shown on the grass outside church.  Bring your blankets, we’ll provide the popcorn!  All ages welcome! 

 

H.E.L.P. (Hope, Encouragement, Love, and Prayer), a program designed to provide the emotional understanding and compassion 

for family members of those suffering from the effects of serious mental illness meets on the last Monday of the month, April 28th ,7 

pm in the Parish Hall.  If you have questions please call Pam or Joe Appel at 925-947-0269. 

 

Festival News - Items needed - Country Store is Back and is looking for those unwanted items.  Your donations will help us make 

this year’s Country Store a success.  Please no electronics, televisions, computers, etc.  Drop your items off at the back of the gym 

door.  Pixie Tree: Slightly used stuffed animals are once again needed.  You can drop these off in the lobby of the school.  Dime Toss 

is looking once again for those carnival glass items.  Maybe one or two will be recycled from last year’s event.   
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and goodness; he celebrated the American Church and its impressive growth from less than 1/10 of 1% of the population to 65 million 

today.  Most impressive to me was his bonding with 25,000 young people at Dunwoodie Seminary last Saturday.  He called for lives 

blessed with gifts to be spent in service and praised “vocations” beginning with the vocation of marriage and family.  Through all his 

visits which included somber moments at 9/11’s ground zero, interfaith meetings, outdoor celebrations and one on one meetings with 

abuse survivors, he seemed to grow in comfort, ease and confidence. As a respected theologian he was predicted to address our minds 

and intellect but, he also spoke to hearts and with great affection. 

 The T.V. coverage was extensive with commentaries on CNN, MSNBC and the bulk of the visit carried by EWTN “the super 

Catholic network”.  There I was regularly disappointed.  The commentators consistently pitched what Benedict said and did not say to 

their own more conservative interpretation.  When Spanish and other languages were briefly introduced, they described it as 

“overweening and preening” and as “multicultural exhibitionism”.  The fact is the Church in America, better than in any other nation, 

offers the most dramatic example of how the Roman Catholic Church is global and truly “catholic”.  The same network in highlighting 

young seminarians disregarded the fact that most today are international students with a large proportion of Latino and Asian which 

offers both promise and problem.  It only became evident when a brief swing of the camera revealed that while most of the 25,000 

young people sang heartily “America the Beautiful”, many of the seminarians did not seem to know the words.   

 Finally a word about our own Bishop AllenVigernon.  I did not spot him on T.V. but I know he was back east for the Pope’s 

visit and I appreciated the personal call he made to me inquiring about my health and assuring his prayers.  This Tuesday morning he 

will speak at the annual Bishop’s Public Policy Breakfast organized each year by East Bay Catholic Charities.  He did so last year with 

a fine address on the topic of Immigration.  Tuesday’s issue will be Youth and Gang Violence.  Joining him on the platform will be 

Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley and renowned author Dr. Marguerite A. Wright.  Together they will analyze the problem of 

youth violence and continue the dialogue for future community action.  The program includes breakfast, lasts from 7:30 am to 10:00 

am and will be held at Sacred Heart Parish (4025 Martin Luther King, Jr., Way) in Oakland.  Cost is free, but space is limited, register 

by calling 510-768-3121.  I plan to be there to support our bishop in addressing crucial community topics and to let him know I’m still 

among the living.  

  

 Your Pastor, 

 Brian T. Joyce 

 


