THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
August 31, 2008




Dear Parishioners,

Labor Day weekend has become the last gasp of summer, a time for barbeques and beach, far more
than its original intent of celebration and support for the labor movement. The U.S. Bishops still take the
opportunity to call for “renewed vigor as we seek to build together a society that cares for its own, reaches out
to the poor and vulnerable, and offers true hope for all.” They recently issued a statement to highlight the needs
of the nation’s workers, economic inequities and the responsibilities of all citizens to help improve working
conditions. They even go so far as to claim the dignity of the workers as the “cornerstone of Catholic teaching
on economic life” and “the challenge of overcoming poverty brings the catholic community together.” May our
Labor Day prayers include families facing foreclosures, workers facing loss of benefits, healthcare and their
jobs themselves, and immigrant workers hoping for reasonable immigration reform.

Next weekend marks our thank you and farewell to Fr. Aidan for his friendship, ministry and three
years of outstanding service. We’ll try to highlight his presence at all masses, with a chance to visit with him
between masses and have a special reception after the 12:15 mass in the gym. (To help with foods and deserts-
call Sherry at 682-5967; to help with posters and decorations call the RE Office at 686-1017.

Fr. Aidan’s replacement as associate pastor will be Fr. Chris Berbena who has been stationed at St.
John Vianney’s in Walnut Creek for the last fourteen years; prior to that he spent four years at St. Joseph’s in
Pinole and was originally ordained as a Franciscan before joining our Diocese. He has served well and has been
highly regarded especially for his hospital ministry. Unfortunately in 2003 there surfaced a single allegation of
sexual misconduct from 1980. Even though it was completely unsubstantiated with no civil or criminal charge
ever made, and Chris steadfastly maintained his innocence and fidelity to his priesthood, the Diocese removed
him from ministry for a full two years while the charge was aggressively investigated. Finally, six months ago,
after an experienced investigator and our Diocesan Lay Board established the charge to be unfounded and
untrue, Chris was exonerated and restored to ministry by Bishop Vigneron. He has been through a lot
especially since our Diocese’s cautious approach to any such charges is not “innocent until proven guilty” but
rather “guilty until proven innocent.” I am glad to have Chris with us and look forward to his arrival; please
give him your welcome and support.

Your Pastor,
Brian T. Joyce

WEEK AT A GLANCE

SUNDAY -The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time / Last Weekend of Summer Food Drive
-Bethlehem Catholic Mission Articles for sale after Masses (hand-carved olive wood religious articles)

TUESDAY -Legion of Mary, Ministry Center, Following 8 am Mass

-RE 3 Year Old Catechist Meeting, RE office, 5:30 pm
-Rosary and Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion, CVMeeting Room, 7:00 pm, Contact Andy @ 229-3038
-Extended RCIA Session, Ministry Center (Chapel), 7-8:30 pm
-Spanish Prayer Group, CV Meeting Room, 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY -St. Vincent de Paul Meeting, Ministry Center (Chapel), 7:00 pm
-Weekly Charismatic Prayer Meeting, 7:00 pm, Contact Charlie or Betty Peissner @ 932-1313
-RE Pre-K Parents Meeting, Parish Hall, 7:00 pm
-Centering Prayer, Resurrection Episcopal Church (399 Gregory Lane), 7:30 pm



THURSDAY

SATURDAY
SUNDAY

-Centering Prayer, Ministry Center (Library), 10:00 am

-RCIA, Ministry Center (Chapel), 7:00 pm

-Back to School (Grades K-5), Church, 7:00 pm

-RE Grades 1-5 Catechists Meeting, Parish Hall, 7 pm

-Men’s Fellowship Group, Ministry Center (Chapel), 7:30-8:30 am, Contact John at 372-7873
-The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

-Fr. Aidan’s Farewell Reception foll owi
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TEEN MUSICIANS WANTED - Our parish high school youth band is currently seeking members. We
are esp. in need of vocalist and guitarists, for this primarily rock and roll band, but all instruments
welcome! The Youth Band plays youth group meetings and retreats! Rehearsals will be Thursdays from 6-
8pm. The first rehearsal is Thursday Sept 4th. Please

Contact Jonathan Alonso for more info: Alonsojw76@yahoo.com

Grand Opening of the Garden Café at CTK-Friday September 5 from 7:30-9:30 am. Come join us at
the Ministry Center for a cup of coffee, freshly brewed pot of tea and some wonderful homemade goodies.
All proceeds from the café will go directly to the CTK Garden. The café will be open every Friday from
7:30-9:30 am.

CTK 55+ Breakfast — Sunday, September 7. Meet at 9:15, Mimi’s Restaurant, 1630 Willow Pass Rd.,
Concord for coffee,
breakfast and great conversation. RSVP to Brenda (925)687-1259 by September 6.

Eighth Annual Msgr. Wade Golf Tournament, held at Contra Costa Country Club, Monday, September
8", For more information call Steve Murphy at 932-7608.

Bible Study at CTK for Men and Women will begin on September 8", 2008 and run through April 2009.
We are offering two different studies: 1. The Great Adventure Bible Study: Genesis-Acts; 2. Matthew.
The Bible Study will be held in the Parish Hall. The Gathering is at 8:30am, DVD presentation 8:45-
9:40am and, optional discussion period 9:45-10:30am. For more information contact Mary Kerfs (946-
9751) or Kathy Godkin (280-9748).

CTK M.O.M.S. (Ministry of Mothers Sharing) begins meeting once again this fall on Tues., Sept. 9"
from 9:30-11:00 am in the Ministry Center. We meet the 2™ & 4™ Tues. of each month Sept.-May. We
will be using the book The Power of a Praying Parembly Stormie Omartian, to guide our faith sharing
discussion. For more info, or if you would like to join our group this fall, please contact Heidi at 944-9843
to request a book by August 29™. Childcare is available.

Searching for a spiritual home? Our Inquiry Series for those considering becoming Catholic resumes on
Thursday, September 11" at 7:15 pm in the Ministry Center. There is still time to join us. For information
contact Al Garrotto at 925-252-1008 or algarrotto@comcast.net.

Religious Education 3 year old Registration - Registration for Sunday’s 3 yr old program will be on
September 14™ ONLY after the 9:15 am Mass in the RE Office (facing Gregory Lane). Children must be
3 years old by September 1%. Because of limited space we can only take 26 children. Thank you.
Questions, please call 686-1917.

Confirmation Registration - If you are a Junior or Senior in high school and would like to receive the
sacrament of Confirmation this year. Registration forms & calendars are located in the back of the church,
or you can download a form at www.ctkym.org. Registration deadline is September 15",

High School Youth Group - Registration forms and calendars are available in the back of the church or
you can download a form on our website at www.ctkym.org. Youth Group meets every Sunday evening
from 7-9 pm in the Parish Hall. Welcome night and mass is Sept. 28"


http://www.ctkym.org/
http://www.ctkym.org/

The Second Annual
Northern California
Lay Convocation
Saturday, September 6, 2008, 9 am-3:30 pm

University of San Francisco, McLaren Center
2130 Fulton Street, San Francisco

Let Your Voice Be Heard!

9 Learn how to set up strong, collaborative
and effective Parish Councils.

=

Discover (and practice) new ways to celebrate
Wo me n ' sinl@urdy and parish life.

91 Hear about archdiocesan programs, policies and
Resources to improve homily quality and intelligibility.

]

Find opportunities to harness the energy and meet the unique needs of young Catholics.
Free parking for first 300 registrants!

Registration info: www.NorCallLayConvocation.org

Hope and Possibility in Haiti - Join us on Friday, September 12, at 7:15 pm in
the Parish Hall to hear Margaret Trost, author of the just-published book On That Day
Everybody Ate: One Woman’s Story of Hope and Possibility in Haiti. Read from her
book and share the experiences which inspired her to begin a feeding program for
children in Haiti. Margaret is the President of the “What If?” Foundation which our
parish has supported financially. The Foundation’s programs were first envisioned by Fr.
Gerard Jean-Juste who visited our parish two years ago. Margaret will share the history
of her collaboration with Fr. Jean-Juste and describe her personal struggle to reconcile
her own comparative privilege with the staggering poverty of Haiti. Her book is a
powerful story of courage and faith that will lift your heart and bring you inspiration.



http://www.norcallayconvocation.org/

